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Aims of this evening

• To outline the most effective revision methods
• To share key dates with you
• To share details of revision support offered in school



The Science of 
Learning



The Learning Process

• We receive new information.

• This is transferred into our working memory (if we have paid enough attention)

• The working memory can only hold a limited amount of information at a given 
time.

• Through learning, information can then transfer into our long-term memory.

• Our long-term memory is unlimited.

• We can retrieve information back from our long-term memory into our 
working memory as needed.







Effective Learning Strategies

1. Retrieval Practice
2. Spacing
3. Interleaving



Retrieval Practice

• A learning strategy which makes you think hard.
• It involves trying to recall previously learnt information 

rather than re-reading it.
• Research has shown that actively retrieving knowledge 

boosts learning and strengthens memory.



Retrieval Practice - examples

• Key word test
• Memory dump
• Practice exam questions
• Answering verbal questions (asked by a family 

member/friend)
• Creating materials that allow you to test yourself and 

then using them (e.g. flashcards)



Key to Success

• Whichever method you use, check your answers
• This allows you to identify gaps in your learning
• You'll review the 'gaps' more frequently



Key Word 
Test



Memory dump





Practice Exam 
Questions



Flashcards



Step 1: Making them

• A key term/key word on one side, its definition on the 
other side

• A question on one side, its answer on the other side
• A key date on one side, what happened on the other 

side
• Name of an individual on one side, their achievement 

on the other side
• A word in French/German on one side, its translation on 

the other side



Step 2: Using them

• Test yourself regularly
• Even better – get someone else to test you.
• One pile for cards you get right, one pile for cards your 

get wrong.
• Re-do the ‘correct’ pile occasionally.
• Re-do the ‘wrong’ pile more frequently.
• Follow the ‘Leitner’ system



Spacing and Interleaving



Ineffective Revision Strategies
• Reading notes
• Copying notes
• Highlighting notes
• Not giving revision your full attention
• Not having the right environment
• ‘Comfort zone’ revision
• Cramming
• Not planning ahead



Context – key dates

• Mock exams 1: Begin 10th November 
• Exam results/data report to parents: 9th December
• Parents’ Evening: 11th December
• Mock exams 2: Begin 23rd February
• First written GCSE exam: 7th May



Next steps

• Revision planning – students started this in their PSCHE 
lesson this week

• Factor in ‘down’ time – this is vital
• Sort out the resources you might need
• Then start!



Revision Resources



Revision classes in school



Revision homework booklet




	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Aims of this evening
	Slide 3: The Science of Learning
	Slide 4: The Learning Process
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Effective Learning Strategies
	Slide 8: Retrieval Practice
	Slide 9: Retrieval Practice - examples
	Slide 10: Key to Success
	Slide 11: Key Word Test
	Slide 12: Memory dump
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Practice Exam Questions
	Slide 15: Flashcards
	Slide 16: Step 1: Making them
	Slide 17: Step 2: Using them
	Slide 18: Spacing and Interleaving
	Slide 19: Ineffective Revision Strategies
	Slide 20: Context – key dates
	Slide 21: Next steps
	Slide 22: Revision Resources
	Slide 23: Revision classes in school
	Slide 24: Revision homework booklet
	Slide 25

